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PUBLICATION OF THE EGYPTIAN MONUMENTS IN THE 
MUSEUM OP LEYDEN' 

The systematic publication of the Egjrptian monuments of so fine a 
collection as that in the royal museum at Leyden, is an unusual enter- 
prise. We find the museums issuing special publications of a text or 
group of texts, or of some especially fine monument, but none of the 
great European museums has undertaken such a task as that now begun 
by the Leyden Museum. Two generations ago, to be sure, Leyden took 
the lead in a monumental series of folios presenting the documents and 
monuments then in that collection. As the first great enterprise of the 
kind, these folios of Leemans, their editor, still hold an interesting place 
in the history of Egyptological science, but increased knowledge of the 
subject, the imperative demand for exhaustive accuracy unknown in 
Leemans' day, and modern improved mechanical methods of reproduction 
have long rendered the old folios largely obsolete. It was therefore a 
very timely thought on the part of the Leyden Museum authorities, and 
quite in accord with the traditions of their institution, to undertake the 
publication of their great collection on modern methods. 

The application of such methods has been carried out by them with 
most gratifying success. The first section, now ready, of thirty sumptuous 
plates presenting monuments of the Old Kingdom, is, in the present 
writer's opinion, the finest publication of Old Kingdom plastic art now 
obtainable. As such it should find a place not only in every archaeo- 
logical, but also in every art library. The process employed is that known 
in America as heliotype or collotype {Lichtdruck), and both the making 
of the photographs and the production of the finished plates display the 
highest degree of skill yet attained in this process. Wherever necessary, 
however, the editors have not been deterred by expense, but have also 
employed colored lithographs. When the weathered or otherwise illegible 
character of the inscriptions demands, such inscriptions have been given 
in line drawings, either as an additional plate (Plate XVIII), or in the text. 

The bulk of the first section is devoted to the reliefs in the fine mastaba 
chambers of Achet-hetep-hir (probably to be read Hotep-hir-Achet). 
The plates are here supplemented by plans and sketches in the text, so 
that the location of the wall or section of wall contained in each plate 
can be quickly determined. The division and distribution of these 
mastaba -subjects are good: the general view of a wall is followed by large- 
scale views of its more important subjects in detail. Such a plate as that 
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of the driven donkeys (XXII) is a delight to the eye, and a revelation to 
the uninitiated of the power and sincerity of the Egyptian draughtsman 
and sculptor in the Old Kingdom (2980-2475 B.C.). These mastaba reliefs, 
as here reproduced, are an epitome of the material, and to some extent of 
the intellectual life, of the early Nile-dwellers, as they loved to carry it 
into the tomb and depict it in exquisite painted reliefs upon the walls 
there. In this tomb the colors are still fresh, and these have been repro- 
duced with beauty and fidelity, for example, in the superb colored plate 
of the fishermen drawing in the net (XVI). There are indeed few 
examples of Old Kingdom colored relief like this accessible in published 
form. 

Sculpture in the round from this early age is represented by a number 
of notable examples, especially the two archaic statues (III and IV) and 
the fine pair of Mertityotes. The colored specimens of archaic pottery 
(Plate II) are welcome additions to the limited amount of such material 
now in our libraries; though the genuineness of one or two examples may 
be questionable. A massive granite sarcophagus and a large rotund 
stone vessel round out this section on the Old Kingdom. 

The brief and resolutely modest text, while giving all that is neces- 
sary, allows the splendid plates to speak for themselves. We have 
already referred to the supplementary plans, sketches, and inscriptions 
contained in the text. This part of the work is conscientiously done, and 
aims to give the reader the source or provenience of each monument as 
far as known, its material, dimensions, and the like, as well as all inscrip- 
tions not visible in the plates, together with a complete bibliography. 
The comments on the prehistoric pottery and its division into classes are 
valuable and important, while the careful bibliography is very useful. 

As a whole, this admirable folio, with its text, may be regarded as a 
model of what the future museum publication should be. I have pur- 
posely abstained from technical discussion here, as this would carry us 
beyond the limits, generally set by the editors themselves. If I had any 
criticism to make on a piece of work so well done, it would be to urge 
the editors in the future sections of the publication to furnish more plates 
with facsimile copies of the inscriptions, which may not everywhere be 
quite clear in the collotypes. Finally I can only felicitate the editors on 
so successful an inauguration of the splendid series of folios, which will 
enable every library and museum to possess the noble Leyden collection 
in so worthy a form. 

James Henry Breasted 
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One of the greatest achievements of the nineteenth century was the 
deciphering of the hieroglyphic. After the discovery of the Rosetta Stone 
in 1799 the attempts to gain a reading knowledge of the long-lost writing 

1 CHAMPOLLION : Sein Leben und sein Werk. Von H. Hartleben. Mit einem Titel- 
bild, eiaer Tafel und 19 in den Text gedmokten Abbildungen. Berlin: Weidmann'sche 
Buchhandlung, 1906. 2 Tols. ; Vol. I, xxxi-(-593 pages ; Vol. II, 636 pages. M. 30. 



